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i Corngy I & ° Wear your life jacket. e A U.S. Coast Guard-approved personal flotation device (PFD or life jacket) is oQ o 5 —~ _. c u Tg m 3
% z e Never boat alone. required for each person on board. @ = S > gh g o) ;_U 2o
e EEN =. X
2 2 e Expect to get wet. e From Nov 1 to Apr 30, boaters must wear a life jacket on boats under 16 feet or any 38Y O = § > JZ> g 'c 3@ 3
Z ; canoe/kayak. Dpp O 3 @ o < @35S
e  Wear wading shoes. ano ) ) » o9 2w 8 O 3 (D < O
: : Life jackets must be the correct size & in good condition. c DO o= = < c 39
° Be prepared to swim. : v so = Lo =3 o) : I &
41.667°N— Children under 12 must wear a life jacket on boats 20 feet or less, & on all O3 = NS ] > o S 0 5 5
| e  Be prepared for the weather. O 28 =Si =} 4z = 0 = |
S t ahead wh ibl canoes/kayaks. Others are encouraged to wear one. w=2= o wo < c : O »n o 4
° F:ou anead w epever p.OSSI e. e Unpowered boats must have a white light for visibility between sunset & sunrise or o @ =~ o N2 O X % w E w ) m ‘
e  File afloat plan with a reliable person. ; ; (sibili O = =2 o > Q R =
during restricted visibility. = 5 =S 40 S = — = = < g m
e Never takg your boat over a Igw—head dam. . e Unpowered boats must carry a whistle/similar device for signaling to avoid collision. %’_ a9 g > o 8 - O < ) 8 = < Z
1 L e  Ifyou collide with an obstruction, lean toward it. e Boats using PA Fish & Boat Commission or State Parks or Forests areas must be 2 e = - m (-2 ‘< 98 > :
4L65°N— L oneute ™ SSEwage e  Kneel to increase your stability before entering rough waters. registered or display a valid launch permit (available at www.fishandboat.com). _g < =~ 2 % oo Do FO n
1 e  Portage (carry) your boat around sections you feel uncertain about. e  Operating under the influence of alcohol or drugs is illegal & strictly enforced. For = o s Q c = Q) ® ; 2 = I n
e  Keep painter lines (ropes tied to bow) & any other ropes coiled & secured. more details, visit the PA Fish & Boat Commission website www.fishandboat.com. rx” o 2 § 8 o g (r{1) : 337 o ° 2 O
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® Caution Information ® . g, ML Rl CoPERsTOMLg, '
4L.5°N—{  French Creek is fairly narrow and susceptible to down trees (strainers) that are a potentially serious (O,c/‘)4 2 & - —41.5°N
1 threat and can change year to year. Several riffles are identified on the map that can be navigated = /V/rz!/v Ha%ets i
with minimal paddling experience. Two borderline Class | rapids are identified at miles 19 and 3. g CO“QGF
Avoid the upstream side of bridge abutments. ® 5 2
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41.483°N— Monthly Average Information for Utica, PA e gg 3 o .
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1 Jan Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun Jul Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec <HTH DMSIONHW 7%0 N @ 7
Avg. High (F) 33° | 37° | 46° | 58° | 70° | 78° | 82° | 81° | 73° | 62° | 50° | 38° Roiiton
Avg. Low (F) 16° | 18° | 25° | 35° | 44° | 53° | 58° | 58° | 50° | 40° | 32° | 23° Mason
4 Avg.Precip.(in) | 30 | 26 | 31 | 34 | 36 | 43 | 44 | 42 | 44 | 37 | 40 | 36 14 I
41.467°N— Sunrise (AM) 7:44 | 714 | 7:31 | 6:40 | 6:01 | 5146 | 6:00 | 6:29 | 7:00 | 7:32 | 7:09 | 7:39 —41.467°N
1 Sunset (PM) 5116 | 554 | 7:27 | 8:01 | 8:32 | 8:55 | 852 | 819 | 7:29 | 6:38 | 5:00 | 4:51 A0 [
Gauge (ft) 517 | 486 | 544 | 493 | 415 | 349 | 323 | 265 | 2.88 | 3.55 | 4.34 | 5.15 9 ut* %
Sunrise and Sunset are the 15th of each month - including daylight savings time. Y =
A general min. USGS gauge level at Utica is 2.5, though some stretches are passable year round. 5’ % s
41.45o0N—] Call the French Creek Valley Conservancy at (814) 337-4321 for more information. § A Wﬁt@llle % L 41.45°N
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French Creek Water Trail Lower Section Public Access Sites e 3 2
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f River Miles are used to identify locations of various sites along the creek. River Mile 0 is at the confluence of French Creek and the Allegheny River. “River Left” and “River Right” are used to indicate KRazy- Utit % g I
41.433°N— which side of the stream a site is on. Orient yourself looking downstream to determine left and right. PFBC (PA Fish and Boat Commission) launches require boat registration (other states accepted) or SR 3028 SH HILL RD®4\ < g | 41.433°N
] launch permit from a state park office or PFBC. P 0% ) “ -
, o
& Joe Cat Launch Lat 41.652211 In Meadville from Spring Street, cross the Spring Street Bridge over French Creek. Turn right onto Lincoln Avenue. Follow to the stop sign and Vj‘lep
32 Path to Ramp - River Right ~ Lon -80.160080 turn right onto Rogers Ferry Road. Follow around the curve to Wadsworth Avenue (Launch on the left). Unload boats and carry in/out only. Park 8 *9
at Wadsworth Church or Lincoln Avenue Ball complex.
41.417°N— 'A Bicentennial Park |at41637200 From US Routes 6/19 in Meadville, turn west onto Mead Avenue, then left onto French Street (just before Mead Avenue Bridge - look for F_r_g L 41.417oN
31 Paved Ramp- River Left Lon -80.162222 historic log cabin), then right into the park. Access is straight ahead. Pavilion, picnic tables, kayak/canoe rack, and seasonal restrooms - 7;?‘7%
available. ;\ P
g i 2%
= Wilson Chutes Lat41.589167  PFBC. Follow US Route 322 E approximately 2.3 miles southeast of Meadville, turn right onto Wilson Chutes Road, then left into the parking lot °%
Gravel Ramp - River Left Lon -80.149722  pefore Wilson Chutes Bridge. et
. ATLAY
41.4°N— £Y Shaw’s Landlng Lat 41.540833  pFBC. Follow US Route 322 E 6.1 miles southeast of Meadville, turn right onto Town Hall Road (sign may say Creveling), then across bridge 2 2 |_41.4°N
] pr]  Gravel Ramp - River Right ~ Lon -80.104167  oyer French Creek, turn left onto Wightman Road (dirt) and follow 0.5 miles. Access is adjacent to Conneaut Outlet. 5 I
= Cochranton Boro Lat41.518768  From the traffic light in Cochranton, follow PA Route 173 S 0.5 miles. Just past the railroad tracks, turn right into Cochranton Borough Park. g
/Y Paved Ramp - River Left Lon -80.053506  Access is on the left. Parking and picnic takes available. ﬂc%&};l;z,
| & Utica Lat41.438957  About 7.5 miles west of Franklin on US Route 322, turn left at a paved crossroads with a sign for Utica (Foster Road). After driving 2.4 miles andy I
] - i i ight i i i GURNEY 8
41.383°N— 10 Path - River Left Lon -79.955780 down hill, look for the parking area on the right immediately after the railroad tracks and before you cross French Creek. - ERCER D R Z% | 41.383°N
| Cranberry Twp Lat 41.387548 From Franklin, cross the Allegheny River on US Route 322 E. Make first right hand turn into the bike trailhead about 500 feet past the bridge. @‘Vd WI’VTERGREPéI/\\I/ODA:DR% i
. Lon -79.817730 Primitive “Leave No Trace” camping and seasonal porta potties available. Approximately 0.5 mile walk to Franklin.
Trailhead 3
Path - River Left 6@5; 20y
A - Franklin Lat 41.381389 PFBC. Located in Franklin, take US Route 322/Liberty Street East and turn left onto 8th Street (continuing on US Route 322). Turn right onto 2, o/ & i
41.367°N— A123) i i Lon -79.820116  Elk Street. A i left bet 3rd Street and 4th Street & SR —41.367°N
. Paved Ramp - River Right on -79. reet. Access is on your left between 3rd Street an reet. Polk CU?OFF . x@i@\ .
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